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between one could hear the melting sorrowful voice of
the Sultana of Delhi.'*

Herder who in more than one sense was the intel-
lectual guide of Goethe's adolescence and early man-
hood belongs to the same class of German writers as-
Novalis and Heine, if we judge him by his attitude to-
wards India. In his encyclopaedic work Also a Philo-
sophy of History for the formation of Mankind India
is mentioned more than once. We find, side by side,
his admiration for the 'simplicity' and the childlike in-
nocence of the Indians, on the one hand, and his con-
tempt for the greed and corruption of the Europeans
whose main concern with India seems to be economic
exploitation, on the other. Voltaire's attitude, as we
have seen, was based on very similar considerations; only
it was more detached and impersonal, while Herder
looks upon the problem as an intensely personal issue
affecting the very essence of European culture. Indeed,
no writer between Voltaire and Goethe could quite de-
tach himself from personal considerations with regard
to India. For Herder, as for all the other Romantics,
the emotional discovery of India mattered more than
'intellectual ratiocination. 'Such a fortunate people/ he
exclaims, Vould have been happy, if it could have lived
separated from the conquerors on a solitary island; but
living as you do at the foot of the mountains on which
reside human beasts of prey, the warlike Mongols, and
near the shore rich in inlets where the greedily cun-
ning Europeans land, you, poor Indians, would have lost
sooner or later your peaceful way of life.' t And with a

* Heinrich Heine: Ideen. Das Bitch Le Grand. Chapter 11.
-   -    f Quoted in'P. Th. Hoffmann, op, cit., p. 7. *